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This paper seeks to ground students in the best practices of peacemaking between and within 
states, and peace-building as a preventive mechanism and a means of post-conflict 
reconstruction. It focuses on case studies that show both what works and what not to do; and 
combines lectures with simulations in order to deepen the analytical capacities of students as 
well as to provide them with a range of peacemaking skills in the field. This paper surveys peace-
building initiatives from World War II onwards and looks at the lessons learned for nation, state 
and institution-building in deeply divided societies. It also asks who the most useful actors are, 
what combination of local, national and international resources are required, and what are the 
most effective peace-building mechanisms.  

Unit I:   Introduction to Peacemaking and Peace-Building  

1. Kant’s “Perpetual Peace”, Gandhi’s Ahimsa and Satyagraha 
2. Peacemaking by states – diplomacy, negotiations and intervention 
3. The Peace-Building Debate 
4. The UN Peace-Building Commission, Key Issues 

 
Unit II:  Elements of a Sustainable Peace Process 

1. Essential Conditions  
2. End Goals, Roadmaps, Phases 
3. Ownership and Accountability 
(Case studies: Northern Ireland, India-Pakistan-Kashmir) 

Unit III:  Peace Agreements 

1. Limited Peace Agreements 
2. Incremental Peace Agreements 
3. Comprehensive Peace Agreements  
(Case studies: Nagaland, Bosnia & Kosovo) 

Unit IV:  Post-Conflict Reconstruction  

1. Nation-Building vs. State-Building 
2. The Development Debate 
3. Civil Society Institutions  
(Case studies Marshall Plan, Indian constitutional debates, UN PBC in Sierra Leone and Burundi) 

Unit V:  Stabilization and Prevention  

1. Rapid Reaction and Pro-action 
2. Collective Security – Role of Regional Organizations and Powers 
3. Regional and International Lessons Learned 
(Case studies: Balkans Stability Pact, AU and ASEAN) 

Simulations: Northern Ireland (Last Round of Belfast Agreement negotiations), Kashmir (Centre-
State Relations, PM’s Working Group) or Bosnia (Renegotiating the Constitution)  
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