Paper VIII: Research Methodology and Field Work

The paper introduces students to key methodological concepts and tools for
analyzing conflict and peace building initiatives. It familiarizes them to issues
relating to social science research while providing them with frameworks for
undertaking research in conflict studies. The paper looks at the following in
much detail: techniques of data collection, issues in conflict management, the
assessment of peace processes and of reconstruction.

Unit I: Frameworks for Conflict Analysis

1. Comparing Frameworks: World Bank, Gurr-Harff

2. Early Warning Signals

3. Studying the Field: The Historical Method; Ethnography and Observation
Unit II: Accessing and Collecting Conflict Data

1. Planning Empirical Research: Formulating Hypothesis, Defining Concepts
2. Methods of Data Collection; Data Processing; Data Interpretation

3. Objectivity and Value Neutrality; Reflections on Issues of Ethics

Unit III: Critical Issues in Conflict Management

1. Identifying Refugee Flows

2. Planning Humanitarian Aid

3. Organising Civilian Protection

Unit IV: Monitoring/Assessing Peace Processes

1. Peace Audits

2. Benchmarks of Implementation

3. Coordination Methods: Tracks, Actors and Agencies

Unit V: Assessing Reconstruction

1. Measurement of Needs

2. Fund Raising
3. Programme Evaluation
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